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THE WEAKEST LINK 


Plastic book covers are used by the majority of 
libraries throughout New Zealand and have improved 
the appeal and lile of books in circulation. Experience 
has shown librarians that the edge binding tape tends 
to split at the spine and deteriorate rapidly after a 
few months’ use. 


We are pleased to oller what we believe to be a 
better book cover and we are prepared to guarantec 
the edge binding tape for the life of the cover. In 
conjunction with some quite attractive advertising this 
book cover is offered at a lower price 


Should you have a limited budget please allow us 
to demonstrate how your quantity of cellulose covers 
may be increased by at least fifty per cent. for the 
same outlay. 


As we are indenting our Cellulose Acetate trom England 
precut to size, we have available 10 reels 24 in. wide, 
.004 in. thick, 60 Ibs. weight per reel. The price is 7s. 10d 
per Ib. plus packaging and freight 





If we have aroused your interest-—write to 
COMMERCIAL PUBLICITY LTD. 


P.O. Box 1941; Auckland. 





Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 
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REMARKS ON A KAWAU 
MANUSCRIPT 


H. R. MINN 


In his delightful Oceana; or England and her Colonies, James 
Anthony Froude describes a visit to “Sir George Grey’s Island”— 
Kawau or “Shag” Island, its climate “soft as in southern Italy”— 
where he was pleasantly entertained as a distinguished guest. “In the 
evening,” he writes, “he showed us some of his treasures. Literary 
lreasures were produced chiefly—I suppose—in compliment to me, 
for he had all sorts. There were old illuminated missals; an old French 
MS. of the fourteenth century, which had belonged once to Philippe 
le Bel and afterwards to Sully; old Saints’ lives; a black-letter Latin 
life of the Swedish St. Bridget, of whom I had never heard, but who, 
if the stories told of her were true, must have been as strange a lady 
as her Irish namesake. Besides these was a precious MS. of the four 


49 











Gospels which had come from Mount Athos; important English 
historical MSS., never printed, of the time of the Commonwealth; 
modern translations of the Bible, &c. All these he had _ himself 
collected, and he had agents all about the world looking out for him.” 

The present article will concern itself with one phrase from the 
above list of curiosities—the “precious MS. of the four Gospels”, 
now to be found in the Auckland Public Library and displayed with 
the companion Greek Lectionary as part of the Sir George Grey 
Collection made over to the people of Auckland in 1887. 

To date this Gospel codex has not been edited.” It was photo- 
graphed in 1953 in connection with the International Greek New 
Testament Project directed by Merrill M. Parvis of the Federated 
Theological Faculty of the University of Chicago. In a communication 
to the writer from Emory University, Georgia, U.S.A., dated 16 
October 1957, Professor Parvis regrets that so far it has not been 
possible to assign scholars to the collation of either of the Auckland 
MSS., though it is hoped to start this work in the very near future. 
In this specialised field the labourers are few and presumably priorities 
obtain. 

It appears that the only official reference to the Auckland material 
is in C. R. Gregory’s Text Kritik des Neuen Testaments, where, listed 
as Gospel MS. no. 1273 and Lectionary 474 respectively, they are 
said to have been described by the Quaker scholar J. Rendel Harris 
in the Sunday School Times for 23 April 1887. The article carries 
the caption “Two New Manuscripts of the New Testament”. The 
description in question is based on information furnished “through 
the kindness of my friend, Professor Aldis of the University of Auck- 
land”,* to whom Froude also refers appreciatively.’ 

We reproduce the more relevant of his “few advance notes” from 
a microfilm copy of Harris’s article. After adverting to the element 
of romance which from time to time compensates for the routine 
aridity of MS. collation he continues: 

“To begin with, the manuscript in question is not one manuscript, 
but two, of which the first is a copy of the Gospels in the ordinary 
form (Evangelium); the second is a copy arranged for ecclesiastical 
usages (Evengelisterium or Lectionary). Of the latter I have as yel 
no particulars except that it was obtained by Sir George Grey from 
the same quarter as the copy of the Gospels (more exactly so named) 
Whether they really came from Mount Athos or not I should not 
like to pronounce without more exact and detailed information. Ther 





1 Oceana (New edition. Longmans Green, 1886). Chap. 18, p. 265. 

” David M. Taylor, The Oldest Manuscripts in New Zealand (1955), p. 92, where the 
catalogue of Henry Shaw, 1908, of the Grey MSS. is excerpted in loco ané 
supplemented. 

% William Steadman Aldis (1839-1928) was a student of Trinity College, Cambridge 
and the earliest English Nonconformist Senior Wrangler and First Smith's Prizeman 
in 1861. He was penalised by his Alma Mater through the religious tests still in force 
against all non-members of the Church of England. In 1871 he was appointed 
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is, however, nothing intrinsically unlikely in the statement, and without 
going into a description of the rich libraries of the Holy Mountain, it 
is sufficient to remember what was strikingly put by Gardthausen in 
his Paleography, that there was hardly a library between Moscow and 
Madrid to which Mount Athos had not contributed. 

“In size it is 54 in. by 64 in.,®° which is unusually small for books 
of this kind. The first four pages of the manuscript are occupied with 
the table of the Eusebian canons, the parallel passages in the four 
Gospels being indicated in the Byzantine manner by writing the 
corresponding figures which indicate the passages under the arches of 
a kind of portico. Usually there are ten such tables of canons, but the 
manuscript apparently shows only the first five, from which one would 
infer that some leaves were lost at the beginning‘—a_ supposition 
which is confirmed by finding that the Epistle of Eusebius to Carpi- 
anus, in which the canons are explained, and which ought to precede 
them, is not in the book. 

“The table of canons is followed by the tables of the larger chapters. 
Such a table usually precedes each Gospel and in the present case 
seems to vary somewhat in Mark and Luke from the normal form. Of 
these chapters there are 68* in Matthew, 47 in Mark, 83 in Luke, 
and 18 in John, which is very nearly the normal arrangement. Prefixed 





to the Gospel of Matthew is a picture of Matthew in red and black;* 
probably a closer examination will show that the pictures have been 
cut out of the other three Gospels.” In the text of the Gospels we 
find the titles of the chapters written as usual at the top of the page. 
The Eusebian and Ammonian numbers are also in the margin,'” and, 
as is usual, a red initial stands at the point where a new paragraph 
strikes the left-hand margin. 

“The total number of the Ammonian sections is as_ follows: 
Matthew, 357; Mark, 286; Luke, 349; John, 232: which again shows 





Professor of Mathematics at the newly founded College of Physical Science at New- 
castle and became Professor of Mathematics at Auckland in 1882. “As the building 
(viz. Auckland’s new Public Library) neared completion, Sir George Grey asked 
Professor Aldis whether he would see to the arrangement, in their new home, of the 
books which were coming from the Kawau. He gave willing assent, expecting to 
finish it easily by the end of the vacation. Whether he would have felt it right to 
consent, could he have foreseen that unexpected delays in completing the inner 
arrangements of the building would make his task run over into term time, is another 
question. But it was a labour of love, not the least item in the pleasure being the 
discovery of the Librarian, Mr Shillington; a man who, by his zeal and conscience 
in the care of the small, almost unknown Public Library of earlier days, had fitted 
himself for the care of one of the most valuable collections of books in the Southern 
Hemisphere.” (Professor W. S. Aldis, M.A. (Presented to A.U.C. Library by Miss 
Amy L. Aldis, 1940) p. 10). 

lop cit., p. 214. 

‘Properly 54 in. by 8 in. 

‘This is plain from the actual MS. 

‘I make it 66. 

‘He holds a scroll. 

‘This is clearly the case with John; and probably so, to the expert eye, with Mark. 
WIn parts of the MS. the red ink has badly faded. 
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a little variation from the normal numbers. At the close of the Gospel 
of Matthew the stichoi (lines) are numbered at 2600. At the end of 
the Gospel of John stands the number 1128 which one would be 
tempted to take as a date were it not that at such a period, and 
certainly at Mount Athos, the reading of time is from the foundation 
of the world (Greek counting). It is possible that this number may 
have arisen from some attempt to add up the total of the Ammonian 
sections. At all events, | doubt the reference to the date. 

“The above description is somewhat diffuse: but a justification will 
lie in the following considerations. There is reason to believe that the 
codex has a peculiar textual value. My reason for making this state- 
ment is that I am informed that the codex does not contain the 
doxology of Matthew 6:13.”!'' He terminates by appending the tech- 
nical description of the two MSS. 

Till the verdict of the American paleographers comes to hand 
some of Harris’s “dubieties” must remain. It will be of special value 
to have the date question cleared up, or at least an expert opinion 
on that point, as also on the presumed worth of the MS. 

The present writer has endeavoured to get the “feel” of the MS. by 
copying the first eight chapters of St. Mark. He may be permitted 
to comment on sundry points of interest. The text would appear to be 
“mixed”. Good readings occur in proximity to inferior ones. Mark 
1:1 reads: “as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the 
prophet.” Itacism or phonetic confusion abounds. Long o’s replace 
short o’s and vice versa, illustrating the frequent impossibility of 
fixing verbal forms by the actual spelling alone. | have noted instances 
of dittography at 5:17, where the second “apelthein” (“to go away”) 
has been erased; as similarly also the second “meson” at 6:47. The 
MS. reads the irregular “meson, meson” instead of the critically 
correct “en meso” (“in the midst”). What looks like an “error of 
the ear’ occurs in 6:29 with “soma” (“body”) for “ptoma” 
(“corpse”). 

Abbreviations are very numerous. Is dictation responsible for “tap- 
teina” instead of “ta peteina” (the birds”) in 4:32? “Dekaduo” is the 
reading of 3:4 for the usual “dodeka” (“twelve”). The MS. is written 
ina firm hand, not without beauty. 

The latter part of John is defaced. In speaking of John it may be 
worth while to cite such an eccentricity as the reading in 1:18 “en 
lois kolpois” (plural) for the singular “eis ton kolpon” (“in the 
bosom”). The nearest | can come to it is an accusative plural for this 
word listed by Wetstein from the Codex Huntingdon (!). 

One rises from work of this kind with the conviction that we are 
hot exploiting sufficiently, on academic lines, the material in our own 
midst. 


!1 have carefully checked this assertion. It is erroneous. Thus any argument based 
on its absence falls to the ground. 
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A TENDERFOOT 
LOOSE IN THE LIBRARY 


SOME RANDOM COMMENTS 


J. BURNS 


When the Editor of New Zealand Libraries asked me to record some 
impressions gained in the library world during the year following my 
exodus from Library School, he had in mind the particular institution 
where I am employed. He disclosed the fact that the librarian was 
agreeable to forthright criticism. | hastened to inform the librarian 
of my joy at being able to pen just what | thought of the library, but 
he replied quite imperturbably: “There is of course the law of libel.” 
On reflection it occurred to me that there would be more scope for 
comments if they were not limited to any one library. It was further 
suggested that some library experiences could be related to what 
had been absorbed, or perhaps more fairly, imparted, at the Library 
School. | am not unaware that some of the topics mentioned are more 
complex than would appear from my superficial treatment, which is 
unavoidable in an article of this length. 


CATALOGUING 

The Library School cannot expect to train students for particular 
posts; yet with no special desire to concentrate on cataloguing I was 
induced to join the catalogue department of a university library. 
Training given at the school provided a solid basis on which to build. 
Fortunately I had taken both French and German for degree and 
with so much foreign language material to catalogue, | recalled the 
words of a Sydney Street expert who assured me that language 
qualifications are not important to a librarian in New Zealand, as we 
have so many immigrants who are gifted linguists. Quite apart from 
universities, the graduate whose degree includes foreign languages 1s 
surely better equipped for a library career than one who is literate 
only in the mother tongue. A useful aid is the 53-page, Notes on 
cataloguing books in certain foreign languages, edited by Mary Piggot 
This is Library Association pamphlet No. 15 and was published in 
1956 at 7/6 (or 5/- for members). More comprehensive is the 414 
page: United States Government Printing Office Manual of foreign 
languages for the use of librarians... 4th ed. rev. and enl. by Georg 
F. von Ostermann. New York, Central Book Co., 1952. $12.50. 

Cataloguers lean heavily on the Library of Congress catalogue or the 
National Union Catalog as the publication is now designated. Al 
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Library School its use for catalogue work was discouraged, but for 
those with limited or no catalogue experience there is no greater 
aid. However, the National Union Catalog is not the supreme biblio- 
graphical tool it should be. Far too many books are inaccurately 
recorded and the omissions are numerous. Authors’ dates that could 
easily be discovered are ignored—they are often in the book itself— 
prepaging, which includes an important preface or introduction, is left 
out, e.g., 270 p. instead of Ixxxix, 270 p. (an actual case), and 
Dewey classification excluded. Even the size of a work is often 
inaccurately given or omitted. This is just not good enough! Library 
of Congress could fairly request contributing libraries to compile 
their cards with greater precision. Omissions and inaccuracies of 
this one publication entail additional work and cost for hundreds 
of libraries. It is not as though NUC is supplied gratis. It is up to 
librarians to see that these deficiencies are rectified. 

Cataloguing costs have been a matter of concern for some years 
and, if they are not to soar further, improvements will have to be 
effected somewhere. Apart from comments relating to the NUC it 
is possible that extensive use of abbreviations would help. A number 
of libraries do not abbreviate Great Britain, United States, New 
Zealand, Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, or United Nations. H.M.S.O., 
etc., should be understood by most of us whether readers or librarians. 
We are familiar with ed., tr., and illus.; would the use of jt.aut., bib., 
pub., pr., N.Y., O.U.P., etc., place too great a strain on the intelligence? 





TRAINING LIBRARIANS 

The policy in some of the larger libraries is to assign personnel to 
one section indefinitely rather than ring the changes. The chief 
librarian might well assert: “It is not the function of the library to 
train librarians.” All libraries might reap the benefit if assistants 
usually had experience in several departments. Indeed, five or six years 
in one section might well be not five years’ experience but one year’s 
experience five times. Is there cause for apprehension when a telephone 
inquirer is told, “I’m sorry; Mr Knowall, our reference librarian, is 
away at lunch, but if you phone again at two o'clock, I’m sure he 
can help you.” Must librarians, like teachers, be on the move all the 
lime to gain the necessary range of experience? I liked the advertise- 
ment of a situation in a recent Library Journal which included: “No 
experience necessary, you'll get plenty here.” This year two major 
vacancies have had to be filled by librarians from abroad. After a 
decade with a New Zealand Library School, have we no one sufficiently 
qualified and capable for these jobs? It is something for recent and 
not-so-recent graduates to ponder over. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


These observations would be incomplete without some reference to 
the New Zealand Library Association. Considering the number of 
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members, its Bulletin is of a high standard, but it could be improved 
if it contained more reprints from overseas publications, and additional 
space was given to matters of welfare. Do discussions on welfare 
figure prominently at branch meetings? An energetic minority has often 
had to carry a lethargic majority and, if conditions are to be bettered, 
the monthly meeting of individuals with a purpose is likely to achieve 
more than the occasional gathering, merely brought together to hear 
a well-Known guest speaker. My own branch has had more than 4 
five-months’ gap between meetings. The N.Z.L.A. could also launch 
an annual drive to bring librarians who are non-members into its 
ranks. 

Adequate sick leave is generally recognised as being part of normal 
employment conditions, yet a recent edict from an employing authority 
stated that sick leave was granted at the discretion of the employing 
authority. A typical notice in the “Positions Open” columns of the 
Library Journal includes: “4 week vacation, 12 days’ sick leave 
cumulative to 120 days.” 

Then there is the question of smocks for library staff. Some libraries 
do not provide these even for people engaged in messy tasks. Some 
businesses pay for both uniforms and frequent laundering. This is 
a commendable attitude towards employees. | would not press for 
the inclusion of hairdressing services. 

These then are some of the topics that spring to mind when | 
survey the past year; there are several lesser items that could be 
mentioned, such as inviting applications from librarians in general, 
when it is intended that only a woman will be appointed; and the 
refusal to reserve fiction though offering facilities for any work of 
non-fiction. 

With all the training, buildings, books, and equipment, the standard 
of service given by a library is reduced ultimately to the efficiency, 
integrity, and courtesy of the individual staff member, his or her 
ability and, above all, desire to help the user. Recently I received from 
the United States some photostat copies of newspaper articles. Neither 
the names of the papers nor the dates were indicated. Earlier in the 
year I was collecting information on a New Zealander who had spent 
some time in New York. | supplied the approximate date of one 
particular event. Yet New Zealand’s resources, the Library of Congress 
and the New York Public Library failed to supply the required item. 
Any reference librarian with access to the New York Times could 
have located the entry in a matter of minutes. 

Librarians will never be idle for want of problems, and, when 
contemplating the various fields of library science, | am_ reminded 
of the words of the American who maintained that the resources ol 
the library must be increasingly organised for the use of the serious 
reader. 
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NEW ZEALAND LIBRARY ASSOCIATION INC. 
ANNUAL REPORT 
AND BALANCE SHEET 


FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1957 


To the Patron and Members of the New Zealand Library Association. 
Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen, 


Your Council has the honour of presenting the report on the 
work of the Association for the year ended 31 December 1957. 
MEMBERSHIP 

The number of members at 31 December 1957 (compared with 
1956) is shown below: 


1956 1957 
Honorary Life Members 6 6 
Ordinary Life Members 3 
Personal Members 504 546 
Institutional Members: 
Public Libraries 126 131 
Schools and Training Colleges 119 123 
Universities, Government Departments and 
Special Libraries 50 56 
Restricted (formerly Affiliated Institutions) 9 9 
7 — a4 — 31S 
816 874 


It is with regret that the Council records the retirement from library 
service of Mr H. Greenwood, Librarian of the Palmerston North 
Public Library from 1938 to 1957 and Librarian of the Dunedin 
Athenaeum from 1926 to 1938, and of Mr A. L. Low, Librarian of 
the New Plymouth Public Library from 1928 to 1957. Both Mr 
Greenwood and Mr Low have served on the Council of the Association 
and have been well known speakers at conferences. 

At the 1957 Annual Meeting amendments to the rules were adopted 
allowing the Association to admit to institutional membership (with, 
however, such ‘restrictions on the powers conferred upon or facilities 
available to institutional members as may in each case be laid down 
by the Council) any body corporate or unincorporate which though 
established for the private profit of its members maintains for the 
furtherance of its operations a scientific or technical library. Such 
libraries are likely to become increasingly important as time goes on, 
and will be able to contribute to the book resources of the country 
if books and periodicals which are held by them, but not by other 
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libraries, are available through the library system. Draft conditions oj 
membership under the new rule, designed to ensure that member 
admitted under it do contribute in this way, were adopted by Council 
at its August meeting. 

Because of the difficulty of assessing for subscription purposes the 
annual income devoted by schools to library purposes, the Council, 
after referring the matter to the Children’s and Young People’s 
Section and the Finance Committee, instructed the Legislation Com- 
mittee to draft amendments to the rules to make provision for the 
subscription rates for school library members to be based on roll 
numbers. This notice of motion will be considered at the 195% 
Annual Meeting. 

REGIONAL LIBRARY CO-OPERATION 

A meeting at the 1957 Conference was devoted to a discussion 
of a report on regional library co-operation prepared by a Working 
Party convened by the Director of the National Library Service. The 
subject was also discussed at the meeting of the Local Authorities 
Section, and the full Conference passed the resolution: “That this Asso- 
ciation approves the principle of library co-operation in_ regional 
areas with Government assistance, and recommends the Council to 
continue the investigation of the 1956 working party.” The committee 
was enabled, by Government assistance, to meet in Wellington, and 
its report, which has been printed both separately and in New Zealand 
Libraries will be discussed at the 1958 Conference. 

SuRVEY OF N.Z. LIBRARIES 

At its meeting in August, Council resolved that, subject to finance 
being available, a broad survey of all New Zealand library services 
be made, if possible in 1959. It is thought that the survey, which 
should, if possible, be made by an overseas librarian in association 
with a New Zealand librarian, should consist of three months 
examination of all kinds of library services, followed by a_ repor 
which would be concerned with broad lines of development rather 
than detail. Following an approach by the Association, the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York has generously agreed to assist in financing 
the survey, and efforts are being made to obtain the services of 4 
prominent overseas librarian. 

CENSUS OF LIBRARIES 

Since the last war two censuses of public libraries have been held. 
in 1949 and 1954. During 1957 the Association has discussed the 
next census, which is due in 1959, with the Department of Statistics. 
and, at the request of the Association, the Department has agreed 
to extend its inquiry to cover university, state, government department 
and other special libraries as well. The forms to be used will be 
distributed early in 1958, so that libraries may ensure that the records 
they keep during 1958-59 will enable them to answer the questions 

The Association is conducting a brief survey of public librars 
financial statistics for 1956-57, to provide information which cannol 
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at present be obtained from published statistical services. 

Work on the compilation of a Directory of Special Libraries in 
New Zealand is being proceeded with by the University and Research 
Section. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY PROPOSAL 

After repeated representations the report of the Public Service 
Commission Working Party was released to the Association for the 
confidential information of members of Council. At its August meeting 
Council welcomed the recommendations of the report, and in pressing 
for action on them asked that the report be released for general 
information and comment. The Government later announced that a 
Select Committe would be set up “to enquire into and report upon: 
(a) the ways and means of carrying out the decision of the Govern- 
ment to establish a National Library and all matters relating or 
incidental thereto; (b) the place and functions of the present State 
libraries and services within the framework of the National Library; 
(c) the administrative direction and control of the National Library; 
(d) the provision of an adequate library and reference service for 
Members of Parliament, and the control of such service; (e) generally, 
any other matter which the Committee may deem relevant to the 
establishment of the National Library.” The Committee of ten was to 
have been appointed by 31 December 1957, but the change of 
Government following the General Election of November 1957 and 
the curtailment of the normal recess period have made it unlikely 
that the Select Committee will meet as originally planned. Council 
proposes to press this matter at every opportunity. 

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL LIBRARY SERVICE 

A recommendation has been made by the Council to the Govern- 
ment asking that an appointment be made at the national level to 
develop and co-ordinate scientific, technical and commercial library 
service through public libraries. The work which such an officer 
might be expected to undertake and the services which might be 
given will be the subject of a session at the 1958 Conference. 
CHILDREN’S LIBRARY SERVICE 

The committee which was first set up in 1954 to consider all 
matters relating to children’s library service and to draw up for 
presentation to the Government definite proposals on the future 
development of library service to children in New Zealand presented 
its final report on the subject to Council at its August meeting. 
Because of the importance of the report, however, and the fact that 
members of Council had not had sufficient time in which to give it 
full consideration, the report has been held over for further discussion 
in February 1958, and in the meantime the Children’s and Young 
People’s Section, Library Training Committee and Public Library 
Service Committee and other members interested have been invited 
lo send comments to a special committee set up to co-ordinate the 
comments received and to report to Council. 
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LIBRARY BUILDINGS 

The Library Buildings Committee of the Association has been 
active during the year in giving advice to local authorities concerning 
the planning and alteration of library buildings, and it has prepared 
for consideration by Council a revision of the Elementary Principles 
of Library Planning, originally published in 1949, extending it to 
include towns with a population of up to 25,000. This should be 
published early in 1958. New Library buildings which have been 
completed during the year include those at Greymouth, New Lynn, 
Waiuku (this library is part of a municipal building) and Wellington 
(Newtown Branch) (this is part of a building with flats above it). 
Loss or N.Z. Historical MATERIAL 

Representations were made last year regarding the loss to the 
country of printed matter and manuscript through purchase at New 
Zealand auctions by overseas buyers. As a result of further corres- 
pondence and unofficial discussion with officers of the Department of 
Internal Affairs, a possible basis for legislation and the operation 
of some effective control were considered. No developments, however, 
have occurred, and the matter should be the subject of renewed 
representations as early as possible in the current year. 
CopyYRIGHT 

The Association presented submissions to the Copyright Committee, 
which was considering matters to be covered by new legislation on 
copyright. The Association’s main submissions related to photo- 
copying rights, copyright in unpublished manuscript, and the use 
of photographs held by libraries. 
BOOKSELLERS’ TERMS 

Towards the end of the year the Association was informed by the 
Associated Booksellers of New Zealand that it was intended to alter 
the discount rates offered to libraries from | February 1958. The 
suggested new terms, together with price increases caused by changes 
in postage rates, would not be as favourable to libraries as the ones 
in force at present. Discussions have been held with representatives 
of the booksellers in an endeavour to obtain the best possible terms 
for all members of the Association, but it is not yet known whal 
modification, if any, the Associated Booksellers will be willing to 
make to their original suggestion. 
RECRUITMENT 

Concern was expressed in the last annual report and at the 1957 
Conference at the low rate of recruitment to the profession, particular) 
at the graduate level. During the year the Association published 4 
brochure entitled A career in library work, which was distributed to 
Branches of the Association and to Vocational Guidance offices and 
schools. This brochure was written for those leaving schoo! and, il 
is hoped, will have a long-term effect in attracting people who are 
now beginning university study. There is a need, however, for material 
more specifically designed for university students, and the Council 
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was glad to hear at its August meeting that the National Library 

Service proposes, if possible, to enlarge the Library School prospectus. 
Individual members of the Association, especially those who have 

close contacts with university students, are recommended to take 

what opportunities they can to interest young people in entering the 
profession. 

TRAINING 
A total of 174 students was working on various parts of the training 

course during the year. Twenty-two completed the course and were 

awarded the N.Z.L.A. Certificate in February. 

In view of the remit passed by the 1956 Conference urging the 
Library School to resume as soon as possible the short courses pre- 
viously held for librarians of small public libraries and the discussion 
at the 1957 Conference with regard to the difficulties experienced 
by librarians of small public libraries in taking the Association's 
training course, it is pleasing to record that a special short course 
for such librarians was held by the Library School from 12-31 
August. This course was attended by twenty-two librarians. 

REGISTER OF QUALIFIED LIBRARIANS 
Council at its meeting in February granted a Fellowship of the 

New Zealand Library Association to Mrs Dorothy N. White, Children’s 

Librarian, Dunedin Public Library. Twenty-four librarians were 

registered as Associates of the Association in 1957, bringing the total 

number of those registered to: Associates, 89; Fellows, 9. 

1960 JUBILEE 
Several contributors have commenced work on the various sections 

of the planned N.Z.L.A. history. The editor has also begun a system- 

atic checking of Association records, and arrangements are being 
made to copy appropriate sections for the information of the writers 
concerned. 

CONFERENCE 
The 1957 conference was held at Rotorua from 26 February to 

| March. The Council records its thanks to the Rotorua Borough 

Council for its generous hospitality and to the Librarian and Staff 

of the Rotorua Public Library, Public Relations Officer, Conference 

Committee, and all others who assisted with arrangements for the 

conference. 

PUBLICATIONS 
The following were published during the year: 

Evans, E. A. Introduction to cataloguing and classification, being 
notes for Part 1, Paper B of A course of training in librarianship. 
(mimeographed.) £1. (restricted distribution) 

Harris, J. Guide to New Zealand reference material. Supplement no. 
2, August 1956, compiled by A. G. Bagnall. 2s. 6d. 

New Zealand Libraries. Bulletin of the N.Z. Library Association, Inc. 
Edited by J. A. Frampton. Vol. 20. 10s. p.a. 
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N.Z.L.A. Annual report for the year ended 31st December 1956 
(mimeographed) gratis. 

N.Z.L.A. Newsletter. nos. 10-22. (mimeographed) gratis. (restricted 
distribution ) 

N.Z.L.A. COMMITTEE ON REGIONAL LIBRARY CO-OPERATION. Co. 
operation a new phase. (later reprinted in New Zealand Libraries 
20:197-202 N’ 57) 

PROPERTY FUND 
For several years the Council has been concerned with the need 

for permanent Association headquarters. At the Annual Meeting in 

February the rules were amended giving Council power to acquire 

property, to borrow money and to raise loans upon the assets of the 

Association. As a further step to facilitate the purchase of a suitable 

property when the opportunity offers, £3,500 has been tranferred 

from the accumulated general funds to a separate property fund. | 





D. C. Pryor, President. 
W. J. McE_powney, Hon. Secretary. 
DOREEN G. BiBBy, Registrar. 
Reports on the work of Committees, Branches and _ sections may 
be found in the Appendix to the mimeographed edition of the Annual 
Report which is available from the Association's office. 
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 


HELD AT INVERCARGILL ON 28 FEBRUARY 1958 


The President, Mr D. C. Pryor, was in the chair. 

The following apologies were sustained: Mr D. B. Black, Miss M. 
Campbell, Mrs R. Craig, Mr R. Duthie, Miss A. K. Elliot, Miss 
M. Green, Mr P. Havard-Williams, Miss M. Killington, Mr H. 
Lorimer, Miss M. Major, Napier Borough Council, Miss R. Reid. 

Minutes: The minutes of the twenty-ninth annual meeting held in 
Rotorua on 28 February 1958, as circulated in New Zealand Libraries 
20:66-69, My '57, were taken as read, and confirmed, on the motion 
of Mr T. Melville, seconded by Mr R. G. Brown. 

Audited Accounts for 1956: The Convener of the Finance Com- 
mittee, Mr S. Perry, reported that the annual statements of income 
and expenditure, assets and liabilities for the year ended 31 December 
1956, which had been received by the previous Annual Meeting, had 
since been audited and had been printed in New Zealand Libraries 
20:64-65, My ’57. He then moved the adoption of the audited 
accounts. The motion was seconded by Mr R. N. O'Reilly and carried. 

Annual Report: Mr W. J. McEldowney, the Hon. Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Association, moved the adoption of the Annual 
Report of the Council for the year ended 31 December 1957, as 
circulated in document 1958/8. In doing so he referred to the fact 
that the Association had been incorporated by special Act of Parlia- 
ment and that it was in no way subsidiary to any other organisation. 
The strength of the Association lay a good deal in the fact that it 
was a united body, uniting several types of interest. He then referred 
to the figures given in the Annual Report with regard to different types 
of members and said that, although personal members were the 
largest group, their voting strength was less than that of the institutional 
members which were allowed up to four votes, depending on the 
amount of money spent on library service. The total voting strength 
at 31 December 1957 was, institutional 605, personal 518. The 
question of the relationship between the various parts of the Asso- 
ciation was something to which the Council was likely to give further 
consideration during the year. Mr McEldowney then went on to 
discuss some of the projects on which the Association had been 
working during 1957. The motion was seconded by Mr Wylie. 

Mr D. C. Pryor then moved as an amendment that in the list of 
officers and on page 6 the designation of Miss Bibby be changed 
irom Secretary to Registrar. The amendment was seconded by Mrs 
Hilton. Carried. The Annual Report as amended was then adopted. 

Audited Accounts for 1957: The Convener of the Finance Com- 
mittee, Mr S. Perry, moved the receipt and adoption of the audited 
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accounts for the year 1957 as circulated in document 1958/8. |p 
doing so he referred to the fact that the Council had set aside the 
sum of £3,500, from funds donated by the Carnegie Corporation 
New York, as a property fund for the purpose of buying a permanen) 
headquarters for the Association at some future date. The motioy 
was seconded by Mrs Hilton and carried. 
Proposals to amend the rules: On behalf of the Council, Mr G. 1 
Alley moved: 
(i) That Rule 10 (iii) be amended by adding after the word 
“institutional members” the words “other than schools”. 
(ii) That the following sub-Rule be added to Rule 10: 
“(ii) A. The annual subscription payable by institutional mem. 
bers which are schools shall be as follows: 


For members with a school roll of not more than 

190 pupils 10 | 
For members with a school roll of more than 

190 but not more than 510 pupils tl | 
For members with a school roll of more than 

510 but not more than 1,000 pupils ce 2% 


For members with a school roll of more than 


1,000 pupils £3 3 Of 


(iii) That Rule 10 (iv) be amended by adding the following 
words: “In exercising this power in the case of an institutional 
member which is a school the Council may have regard to the 
size and extent of the school library.” 


(iv) That Rule 39(i) be amended by adding after the words | 


“Every institutional member of the Association” the words 
“other than a school”. 

(v) That the following sub-Rule be added to Rule 39: 

“(i) A. Every institutional member of the Association being 
a school may be represented at any General Meeting 
or Conference by delegates as follows: 

Members being schools paying an annual subscription 
of not more than £2 2s. Od., one delegate. 

Members being schools paying an annual subscription 
of more than £2 2s. Od., two delegates.” 

In speaking to the motion Mr Alley said that the main purpos: 
of the amendment was to provide a more satisfactory basis for 
calculation of subscription rates for school members. The motion 
was seconded by Miss M. M. Hall, Hon. Secretary of the Children’s 
and Young People’s Section, who said that the Executive of the 
Section felt that the amendment would provide a more satisfactor 
basis for the payment of subscriptions as the amount spent on the 
library might vary considerably between schools of the same size 
Mr Leatham asked whether it was thought that the amendment woul 
be likely to lead to an increase in school library membership. Mr 
Alley replied that it was thought that there would be more likely 
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be a decrease than an increase in membership as a result of the 
amendment. The motion was then put to the meeting and was carried. 

Election of Officers: The following officers were elected for the 
year 1958-59: 

' Patron: J. W. Kealy, S.M. 
President: F. A. Sandall. 
Vice-President: G. T. Alley. 
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer: W. J. McEldowney. 
Hon. Editor: J. A. Frampton. 
Hon. Solicitor: M. J. Earle. 
Hon. Counsel: M. J. Earle. 
Hon. Auditor: O. S. Drawbridge. 

Speaking on behalf of the Patron, Mr M. Tongue said that Mr 
Kealy had asked him to convey his good wishes to the conference 
and to express his regret that he was unable to be present. 

General: Mr E. O. E. Hill said that the New Plymouth City 
Council had asked him to invite the Association to hold its 1961 
conference at New Plymouth. The President thanked him for the 
invitation and said that it would be considered by the Council in 
due course. 





PLASCOVERS, NELSON 


Non tear or acetate book covers, made in any size, 
bound with cloth or lassometic tape in colours, red, 
blue, green, grey, yellow, and black (white in lasso- 
metic only). 

Cloth tapes (adhesive): 5s. 6d. per 50-yard roll. 
Cut plastic pieces. Non tear P.V.C. or acetate, any 
size required. Prices reasonable. 

Plastic adhesive glue: 6s. 6d. per pint. 
Prompt attention given. 


C. H. RENNIE. 
PLASCOVERS, 
NELSON. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


ROCKS AHEAD? 
Sir, 

The question of rental non-fiction was last raised publicly in the 
discussion on “rentalling” in general which took place at the Wanganu 
Conference in 1955. To my knowledge that particular session has not 
been reported in New Zealand Libraries. At it | voiced my doubts of 
the ethics of purveying what we did not believe in. Our book-club- 
within-the-library was so wonderfully expedient, but was it right? |i 
was like a split-off part of our personality. It seemed to me that we 
should be solidly behind our choice of books, catholic though that 
had to be in public libraries. Our charter was to provide a “free’ 
service of what we considered good (by no means synonymous with 
“difficult” or “dull”). If we couldn't afford enough copies of a title to 
meet the demand we could “pay duplicate” it—but there we wer 
still being selective. Most of the members of the panel were opposed 
to my views. 

Since that time 1 have become more aware of what “rental” can 
accomplish in the right hands. (Even I would be for rentalling 
detectives as a class, and for pay-duplicating certain magazines!) In 
fiction, where the official line is strictly followed, there is, despite the 
overlapping, a certain rough classification of which the more aware 
members of the public are fully conscious. A section of our people, 
probably deplorably large, is disarmed by the provision of “sixpenny- 
worth of passion”. And we can do lovely things with the proceeds 
It is all magnificent practical politics, and leaves almost infinite powers 
of manipulation in the hands of the astute librarian. The most potent 
argument for it is the psychological—no one need feel excluded, no 
matter how crude his literary responses, and, of course, he maj 
concurrently borrow other things or tire of his first love. There is also 
the danger of submerging the more subtle reactions, of drowning them 
in the mass, as happens often at the cinema. Little effort is demanded 
few standards set. Predestination? All a little defeatist, anyway. 

I have seen “rental” working under what to me are the most 
favourable conditions: that is almost entirely confined to fiction, kep! 
in the background, absorbing a minimum of labour, and counter 
balanced by a well-chosen and exploited book-stock, with  greal 
emphasis on reference work and guidance to readers. However, | 
fear that this is not so everywhere. There seem to me dangers. 

In the discussion following our Wanganui session a committee man 
said: “Why not rental everything?” And there precisely is Danger! 
No. |. Are we going to get local body officials, perhaps with a “poor 
pennyworth” themselves, and hard pressed financially, to provide real 
public library services when they can run a profit-making book club 
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A committee member of a small Otago town told me recently that 
she had the greatest difficulty in obtaining any allocation for more 
serious reading. The shelves were full of “B” fiction, and there was 
a complete dearth of reference works. Certainly there was a new 
library! As | remember it our chief aim in the fight for “free” public 
libraries was that the majority of members should not dictate the 
hook choice. Here, the last state is worse than the first. 

Danger No. 2 is minor: confusion. One poor soul said to me, “I 
always pay for my books, and yet | get such rubbish.” Another offered 
a sixpence for a “class” book | found her, and when told there was 
no charge, said: “I have always paid for my books before.” 

Danger No. 3 may be that if we cease to behave according to 
professional canons we may cease to be regarded as professional 
people. What is the essence of professionalism? Isn't it informed 
opinion functioning with responsibility? It seems to me that book 
knowledge in its broadest sense (with its corollary of responsibility) is 
our sole claim to professional status. If it is a case of supply and 
demand, all we need is sound business method. To the question, “Who 
are we to say what people shall read?” I should reply, “We don’t.” 
There are many ways of obtaining what the library does not see fit 
lo provide. Qualitative decisions are, in my opinion, forced upon us. 
We make them with children’s books, with pictures, records, reference 
hooks, and so on. Why not throughout, even though our choice be as 
broad-based as the varieties of interests and abilities in the community, 
and as personal as the doctor’s prescription. We can err, and err 
badly, of course, but we should be humbly trying to give that lead 
in our own field which the public has the right to expect of any 
professional body. 

And now the sphere of “rental” is being largely extended. It is not, 
like the State, withering away! In my opinion we should pause 
lo reflect on the questions I have raised; the possible abuses of the 
system by librarians and local bodies, the confusion to the public, 
and the danger that means may cheapen ends. 

M. Foote 


APPOINTMENTS 


Mr F. D. O. Fielding, M.A. (Trinity College, Dublin), A.L.A.., 
lormerly Sub-Librarian i/c Central Lending Library, Sheffield, Eng- 
land, has been appointed Deputy Librarian, Auckland University. 

Mr J. L. Mainprice, M.A. (Cambridge), Dip.Lib. (Univ. of Lon- 
don), formerly Assistant Cataloguer, Auckland University Library, 
has been appointed Head of Acquisitions, Auckland University 
Library. 

Mr T. B. O'Neill, formerly Deputy Librarian, New Plymouth 
— Library, has been appointed Librarian, New Plymouth Public 
Abrary. 
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REVIEW 


McCo.vin, Lionel R. Public library services for children. UNEsco 
1956. 8/-. 


The editors of the UNesco Public Library Manual series state | 


in their introduction to this manual that “UNesco has been re. 
minded many times . . . that the world needs a book on_ public 
library services for children written from an international rather 
than a national point of view and particularly adapted for countries 
where libraries are in an early stage of development”. This Mr 
McColvin has done admirably, and much that he has said will be of 
help to the established children’s library and also to the librarian 
who is trying to improve existing library facilities for children. 

Mr McColvin, in his first chapter called “Patterns and principles o! 
service”, establishes whose is the responsibility for providing library 
service for children and follows this with a brief explanation of the 
practical, everyday routine aspects of the work. He emphasises the 
need for simplicity, saying: “Librarians often seem to have a fondness 
for elaborate records and detailed complicated processes, but we 
should always work on the simplest possible lines, thus making our 
libraries easier to use by the public and having more time free for 
the real tasks of librarianship.” He suggests that the Brown system 
of book issue is the most suitable for a children’s library and it 
does lessen the opportunities for children to lose their tickets, but in 
a busy library it results in long queues of children waiting to retum 
books and collect their tickets. 

The chapter on extension work offers some sensible advice on 
story-telling and on other activities such as library clubs and maga- 
zines, and it also deals with the “library lesson” and the need for 
teaching children the use of the library and of books. Mr McColvin 
implies that it is the job of the children’s librarian to teach children 
about the arrangement of a book, its index, list of contents and s 
on, but surely this is the responsibility of the school, no matter 
whether it is in a country with well-established library and educational 
facilities or in a country where libraries and universal literacy are 
still in the early stages of development. 

The illustrations are from various UNesco library projects, bul 
one has to guess in which of the libraries the individual photographs 
are taken. In view of the fact that Mr McColvin says, quite rightly, 
that the decorative scheme for a children’s library should be simple. 
1 could not help feeling that the illustration labelled “A_pleasanl 
children’s room. Attractive furniture and wall decorations help make 
children want to use their public library”, should have been shown 
as an example of how nor to decorate a children’s library, since ! 
shows a very overpowering mural and the general impression is 0! 
children and books completely swamped by the decorative scheme 
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Similarly, a photograph illustrating a display on a selected subject is 
ill-chosen because it reveals a display case of which the top shelf 
is well above the heads of children standing by and who appear to 
be about nine or ten years of age. The author recommends a 
maximum height of six feet for shelving, but qualifies this by saying 
five feet or five feet six is better. This seems too high, the ideal is 
four feet six and less for cases holding picture books and easy 
reading material for the small child. 

The recommended standard for staffing of one assistant to every 
750 readers is very generous by New Zealand standards and _ is 
probably attained only by a few American libraries. For a population 
of 30,000, or a city of about the size of Wanganui or Invercargill 
and containing about 6,000 children of school age, the author recom- 
mends a children’s library staff of not less than four. This would 
certainly allow for time to organise all the extension activities 
recommended in this manual, including visits to schools, most of 
which libraries in New Zealand are forced to omit through shortage 
of staff. 

The existing literature on the subject of children’s libraries and 
their Organisation is very inadequate and this practical manual will 
help to fill the gap for New Zealand librarians as well as those in 
other countries. Much that is available on the subject from America 
is neither very practical or applicable to New Zealand and the 
standard work from Great Britain by W. C. Berwick Sayers is now 
very dated. Quite recently a plea was made in Great Britain for a 





Orders that are received 
are posted out to publish- 
ers on the same day by 
airmail so that there is 
as little delay as _ pos- 
sible. Books arrive from 
England in a little over 
2 months, U.S.A. 23 
months, India, Hong 
Kong and Japan about 3 
months. Standard § dis- 
counts. 


Co-operative Bookshop j mana | 


48a Manners Street 


Wellington [Be B 0 OKS — 


Say you saw their advertisement in New Zealand Libraries 


7I 


























children’s librarian to undertake the writing of a similar book, apg 
until that is done this manual will prove most helpful to all English 
children’s librarians. It should be required reading in New Zealanj 
for children’s librarians, school librarians, Library School studeng 
and all who are interested in the provision of books for children, 
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N.Z.L.A. SECTION COMMITTEES, 1958-59 
CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG PEopLe’s SECTION: F. R. Price (Chairman), 
M. J. Edmonds (Hon. Secretary), A. Chisholm, S. Gower, M. Hall 
J. McLaughlin, H. Wilson. 
LocaL AUTHORITIES SECTION: Cr. H. Brown (Chairman), 
Dunningham (Hon. Secretary), Cr. D. B. Black, Cr. E. O. 
Cr. L. A. Allen, Cr. A. R. Jordan, Cr. L. Christie. 


(Vice-Chairman), S. E. Shea (Hon. Secretary), 
Trudgeon, J. P. Sage, H. B. Cowey, G. M. Strathern. 

SMALL PuBLic LIBRARIES SECTION: T. B. O'Neill (Chairman), H.B 
Cowey (Hon. Secretary), B. Jones, D. C. Mcintosh, N. Irvine, 
N. Forbes. 

UNIVERSITY AND RESEARCH SECTION: J. O. Wilson (Chairman) 
E. H. Leatham (Vice-Chairman), W. McG. Jess (Hon. Secretary) 


N.Z.L.A. MEMBERSHIP 
NEW MEMBERS 

At the meeting of the Standing Executive Committee held on 16 
April 1958 the following were elected to personal membership o! 
the Association: 

Miss P. J. Chappell (PeP), Mrs J. G. Cumming (DP), Miss J. M 
Ellery (Geraldine), Miss E. R. Fletcher (NaP), Mrs W. H. Gibson 
(NaP), Mr H. P. Greenhough (Papatoetoe), Miss E. M. Hainsworth 
(WaP), Miss B. M. Harris (NaP), Miss D. M. Harvey (TP), Mp 
H. S. Knox (PeP), Miss A. A. Lloyd (S.L.S. Wgtn.), Miss B. C 
Lund (TP), Miss P. U. Mackay (NaP), Mrs E. M. M. Millen (WP) 
Miss C. R. Nelson (WP), Mrs L. Prieditis (PeP), Miss A. D 
Sommerville (London), Miss S. E. Tiffen (NaP), and Miss W. E 
Williams (NaP). 

RESIGNATIONS 


At the meeting of the Standing Executive Committee held on 16 
April 1958 the following resignations were accepted: 

Miss C. Arcus (Otaki), Miss S. N. Ash (Wellington), Miss J. 
Fowler (Nelson) and Miss A. Good (Wanganui). 
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LIBRARIANS 


Avail yourselves of the services of 


CAMBRIDGE BOOKBINDING SERVICE 
P.O. BOX 57) CAMBRIDGE PHONE 629 


Our endeavour is to help the librarian maintain books 
on an economic basis. Give your books two lives 
instead of one. Prices quoted are for public libraries 
and schools 
BOOKS Up to 9" x 6 3/6 each. 

Up to 11” x 7 —S/ 1 each. 

Up to 15” x 10 10/10 each. 
SEWING 1 - to 1,6 extra—undertaken where 

necessary.  Stitchless binding — also 

undertaken where necessary. 
MAGAZINES Covers. stiffened Up to 10° x 7 

2/- each. 
Over 10" x 7°—2/6 each. 
Magazines returned expeditiousl 
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Made from the best British materials and by the finest 
British workmanship. 

For the past five years these transparent book jackets 
have been supplied to New Zealand libraries. They 
have stood the test of time. 
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